
Out and About in 
Ancient Rome



Timing: Categories:
● Map reading
● Creative writing

Duration: 
Special materials or preparation:

● access to Google Slides
● printed handout of worksheet (slide #4)
● (optional) printed map of the Roman Forum, from ItalyGuides.it. 

○ https://www.italyguides.it/images/pdf/Map-of-Roman-Forum.pdf
● for more detailed descriptions and enrichment opportunities, visit the following website

○ http://www.digitales-forum-romanum.de/gebaeudeliste/?lang=en

Learning Goals: By the end of this activity, students will be able to…
❏ create a sightseeing itinerary of Ancient Rome
❏ explain important characteristics of their proposed itinerary

5 min. Introduction & Teacher demonstration: 
● Demonstrate to students how to navigate the Google Slides by clicking on the various sites (red squares) on the main map (slide #3)
● Demonstrate to students how to take note of important features they read about AND see at each site, by writing down their notes on the 

handout (slide #4)
● (optional: if using map) Demonstrate how to label the map of the Roman Forum with the title of the site

15-20 min. Learning about sites in Ancient Rome
● Allow students to work in pairs or individually, as they navigate the sites around Ancient Rome and make notes on their handout

15-20 min. Activity: creative writing
● Ask students to write or present orally their response to the following prompt: “Dear Roamin’ around Rome, My family and I are visiting 

Ancient Rome today, and we would love to see important and interesting sites around the city. Can you please create a sightseeing 
itinerary for my family and explain to us what interesting things we can see on this trip?”

Opportunities for differentiation:
○ Depending on the students’ writing or reading skills, assign a specific number of sites students will need to recommend 
○ Students ready for a challenge can be asked to draw a map outlining the itinerary and labelling the various sites

Teacher Instruction Sheet

https://www.italyguides.it/images/pdf/Map-of-Roman-Forum.pdf
http://www.digitales-forum-romanum.de/gebaeudeliste/?lang=en


Map of the Roman Forum. ItalyGuides.it ComPart Multimedia. 
https://www.italyguides.it/images/pdf/Map-of-Roman-Forum.pdf

https://www.italyguides.it/images/pdf/Map-of-Roman-Forum.pdf


Site name:________________
Important features I read / see:

Site name:________________
Important features I read / see:

Site name:________________
Important features I read / see:

Site name:________________
Important features I read / see:

Site name:________________
Important features I read / see:

Site name:________________
Important features I read / see:

● F

● F

● f

Site name:________________
Important features I read / see:

Site name:________________
Important features I read / see:

Site name:________________
Important features I read / see:

● F

● F

● f

Write down the important features you read about or see from the pictures of the different sites.
Remember that you will need to talk about these features later on, so pick interesting ones!



Arch of Constantine

In 312 CE, the Constantine I 
defeated his rival and took 
the throne to become sole 
emperor of Rome. 

To commemorate his victory, 
Emperor Constantine built this 
arch. It is located near the 
Colosseum and the Roman 
Forum (Rome’s downtown 
business centre). 

On the arch, there are statues 
of Victoria Nike (victory), 
relief carvings of previous 
Roman emperors and their 
conquests, and frieze carvings 
of Emperor Constantine’s own 
accomplishments.

Z., Alexander. Photograph of the Arch of Constantine. Wikipedia, 6 January, 2005. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:RomeConstantine%27sArch03.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:RomeConstantine%27sArch03.jpg


The Colosseum

The Emperor Vespasian started 
building the Colosseum during 
his reign in the late 70s CE, and 
it was completed by his son 
Emperor Titus in 80 CE.

The amphitheatre is four 
stories tall and can hold more 
than 50 000 spectators. 
Emperors would hold 
gladiatorial games and beast 
hunts in the arena, and entry 
was free for the spectators.

The Colosseum was originally 
called the Flavian 
Amphitheatre, because Emperor 
Vespasian’s Latin  name was 
Flavius Vespasianus. It became 
known as the Colosseum because 
there was a giant, colossal 
statue to the previous emperor, 
Emperor Nero, nearbys

Click here to see what the 
colossus statue looked like.

The Colosseum. ItalyGuides.it ComPart Multimedia. https://www.italyguides.it/en/lazio/rome/ancient-rome/colosseum

https://www.italyguides.it/en/lazio/rome/ancient-rome/colosseum


The Colossus of Nero

In 64 CE, a great fire in Rome 
destroyed more than half the city. 
Emperor Nero worked to help 
rebuild the city at the time, but 
also claimed large parts of Rome 
on which he built a large palace 
called the Domus Aurea.

Near the entrance to his Domus 
Aurea, he also built a colossal 
statue of himself. Unfortunately, 
Emperor Nero was not very 
popular with the Romans.

After Emperor Nero died, 
Emperor Vespasian built his 
Flavian Amphitheatre (a.k.a. the 
Colosseum) over a part of the 
Domus Aurea, as a gift to the 
people of Rome.

Sketch of the Colossus of Nero. Colosseum Rome Tickets, 2018. https://colosseumrometickets.com/colossus-
of-nero/

https://colosseumrometickets.com/colossus-of-nero/


The Via Sacra

The Via Sacra was the one 
of the most important roads 
in ancient Rome. 

The name Via Sacra means 
Sacred Way, and went 
through the Roman Forum 
(business centre) all the way 
to the Colosseum.

It was also the road that 
victorious Roman generals 
would parade on during their 
triumphal processions.

Palickap. Photograph of the 
Via Sacra in Rome. Wikipedia, 
24 July, 2010. 
https://commons.wikimedia.or
g/wiki/File:Roma,_Via_Sacra.j
pg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Roma,_Via_Sacra.jpg


The Temple of Venus and Rome

In 121 CE, Emperor Hadrian built 
the Temple to Venus and Rome. It 
is located between the Roman 
Forum and the Colosseum.

Venus was the Roman goddess of 
love. In Roman legend, she was the 
mother of Aeneas, who was 
considered the ancestor of the 
Roman people.

The temple was also dedicated to 
Roma, a goddess representing the 
city of Rome herself.

Devedjian, Frank. “Reconstitution du temple de Vénus et de Rome.” Wikipedia, 24 December, 2009. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Reconstitutiontemplevenusetrome.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Reconstitutiontemplevenusetrome.jpg


Emperor Constantine 
completed the building. 
He also put up an 
enormous statue of 
himself in the Basilica.

The Basilica Maxentius and Constantine

A basilica is an ancient Roman centre where legal matters and business transactions took place. It was sort of like an office 
building.

Construction began under Emperor Maxentius. After Constantine defeated Maxentius to become the new emperor of Rome, 

András, Tölgyesi. 
“Basilica of maxentius -
finished slide.” 
YouTube, 16 January, 
2012. 
https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=0yQU4wqK
_9g

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0yQU4wqK_9g


The Arch of Titus

The Roman Emperor Titus was the son of Emperor 
Vespasian (who started building the Colosseum). 

In 81 CE, Emperor Domitian built the Arch of 
Titus in honour of his brother, Emperor Titus, and 
father, Emperor Vespasian.

He wanted to commemorate the war they had 
fought in Judaea to put down a rebellion in that 
region. 

Unfortunately, this victory came at the expense 
of the Judaeans. The Jewish temple in Jerusalem 
was pillaged, with Titus and Vespasian even 
stealing the Menorah, sacred trumpets, and the 
showbread table. The unfair treatment of the 
Jewish people did not end there. Titus and 
Vespasian also enslaved a lot of the population of 
Judaea and brought them back to Rome, where 
they were forced to help build the Colosseum.

It is important to remember that, although the 
Romans celebrated their triumphs in war, there 
was also a lot of suffering and suffering of the 
people they conquered.

Click here to see under the arch
Arch of Titus. Wikipedia. Rabax63, 13 November, 2013. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:TitusbogenFront.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:TitusbogenFront.jpg


Relief panel showing The Spoils of Jerusalem being brought into Rome, Arch of Titus, Rome. Khan Academy. Dr. Steven Fine and Dr. Beth 
Harris. https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/roman/early-empire/v/arch-of-titus-relief

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/roman/early-empire/v/arch-of-titus-relief


Click here to see what the 
temple looks like today.

The Temple of Antoninus and Faustina

In 141 CE, Emperor Antoninus Pius (Pius means 
“pious”) lost his wife, the Empress Faustina Maior. 
The Roman Senate honoured Faustina by deifying 
(turning into a goddess) her.

After Emperor Antoninus Pius died, he was also 
deified, and the temple was reconsecrated to 
honour the both of them.

Tskhondia, Lasha. “Temple of Antoninus and Faustina 
3D.” Wikipedia, 22 February, 2012. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Temple_of_Ant
oninus_and_Faustina_3D.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Temple_of_Antoninus_and_Faustina_3D.jpg


Temple of Antoninus
and Faustina. Public 
Domain. Wikipedia, 21 
May, 2005. 
https://commons.wikime
dia.org/wiki/File:RomaF
oroRomanoTempioAnto
ninoFaustina.JPG

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:RomaForoRomanoTempioAntoninoFaustina.JPG


The Temple of Caesar

After Julius Caesar was 
assassinated on March 15, 44 
BCE, a mob cremated his body 
in the Roman Forum. 

Caesar’s supporters built an 
altar where his body had been 
burned because they wanted 
to honour him.

A few years later, the Roman 
Senate deified Caesar (made 
him into a god). Eventually, 
Caesar’s adopted son, 
Octavian (who would later 
become Roman Emperor 
Augustus) completed the 
temple.

Click here to see what the 
temple looks like today.

“Temple of Caesar 3D.” A derivative work of a 3D model by  Lasha Tskhondia. Wikipedia, 20 
February, 2012. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Temple_of_Caesar_3D.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Temple_of_Caesar_3D.jpg


FrankCJones. Photograph of the Temple of Julius Caesar. Wikipedia, 18 January, 2012. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Temple_of_Julius_Caesar.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Temple_of_Julius_Caesar.jpg


The Temple of Castor and 
Pollux

The temple of Castor and 
Pollux was one of the oldest 
buildings in the city of Rome. 
It is also known as the Temple 
of the Dioscuri.

It was first built in the 5th 
century BCE to commemorate 
a victory in battle against the 
former tyrant King Tarquinius 
Superbus and his allies the 
Latins.

This monument came to 
represent Rome’s military 
power and was reshaped and 
altered several times 
throughout Rome’s history.

Click here to see what the 
temple looks like today.

“Dioskurentempel in augusteischer Zeit (um 14 n. Chr.)” Temple of the Disocuri. Digitales Forum Romanum. 
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, 
http://www.digitales-forum-romanum.de/gebaeude/dioskurentempel/?lang=en

http://www.digitales-forum-romanum.de/gebaeude/dioskurentempel/?lang=en


Temple of Castor and Pollux. Public 
Domain. Wikipedia, 15 November, 2005. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:
RomaForoRomanoTempioCastori.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:RomaForoRomanoTempioCastori.jpg


The Temple of Vesta

Vesta was the Roman goddess of the 
hearth (the central fireplace in an 
ancient Roman home). The Temple of 
Vesta was built to honour the goddess.

The temple is different from other 
temples in the city because it is round, 
representing the original shape of the 
hearth in the home.

A group of six Vestal Virgins worked at 
the temple and lived nearby. Their job 
was to tend to the flame at the Temple 
of Vesta, and to make sure that the 
flame never went out. It was said that if 
the flame ever went out, a great 
disaster would befall Rome.

Because the Temple of Vesta was such 
an important building, it was also the 
place where Rome’s most sacred objects 
and documents were kept.

Click here to see what the 
temple looks like today.

Temple of 
Vesta. 
Wikipedia. 
L.VII.C, 20 
February, 
2012. 
https://com
mons.wikim
edia.org/wik
i/File:Templ
e_of_Vesta_
3D.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Temple_of_Vesta_3D.jpg


Wknight94. 
Photograph of 
the Temple of 
Vesta in the 
Forum 
Romanum in 
Rome. 
Wikipedia, 26 
April, 2008. 
https://commo
ns.wikimedia.
org/wiki/File:T
emple_of_Ves
ta_(Rome).jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Temple_of_Vesta_(Rome).jpg


The Basilica Julia 
was started by 
Julius Caesar to 
honour his family, 
the Julii.  The 
Basilica Aemilia was 
an older building 
built by Aemilius 
Lepidus to honour 
his family, the 
Aemilii.

Between these two 
courthouses was the 
rostra, a speaker’s 
platform. This is 
where orators 
(speakers) and 
politicians come to 
speak to the people 
of Rome. 

The Basilica Julia, The Rostra, and The Basilica Aemilia

This part of the Roman Forum (city centre) was a very busy place. It contained two basilicae (court houses) and the rostra.

Basilica Julia

Rostra

Basilica Aemilia

Rostra in Roman Forum. “A 3D Reconstruction of Rome in AD 320.” Rome Reborn. Dr. Beth Harris and Dr. Steven Zucker. 
Smarthistory. Khan Academy, https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/ancient-mediterranean-ap/ap-ancient-
rome/v/a-tour-through-ancient-rome-in-320-c-e

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/ancient-mediterranean-ap/ap-ancient-rome/v/a-tour-through-ancient-rome-in-320-c-e


The Curia

In Canada, the elected politicians 
meet on Parliament Hill to discuss 
government business and pass laws. 

In ancient Rome, the Curia was the 
name of the place where Roman 
senators would meet to debate and 
discuss laws.

The Curia you see here is called the 
Curia Julia. It was built by Julius 
Caesar because the older Curia had 
been destroyed when a mob burned 
down the building during a riot. 

The new Curia building was large 
enough to seat up to 300 senators.

Click here to see what the 
Curia looks like today.

“Curia Iulia, topographischer Kontext in augusteischer Zeit (um 14 n. Chr.)” Curia Julia. Digitales Forum Romanum. 
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, http://www.digitales-forum-romanum.de/gebaeude/curia/?lang=en

http://www.digitales-forum-romanum.de/gebaeude/curia/?lang=en


Lendering, Jona. 
“Rome, Forum 
Romanum, Curia 
Julia, Façade.” 
Livius.org, 29 
July, 2020. 
https://www.livius.
org/pictures/italy/r
ome/rome-forum-
romanum/rome-
forum-curia-
julia/curia-julia-
facade/

https://www.livius.org/pictures/italy/rome/rome-forum-romanum/rome-forum-curia-julia/curia-julia-facade/


The Arch of Septimius 
Severus

The Arch of Septimius 
Severus was constructed in 
203 CE by the Emperor 
Septimius Severus. He wanted 
to commemorate his victorious 
battles in Parthia (modern 
Iran).

The arch consists of three 
arches: a large one in the 
middle, for traffic to go 
through the forum on the Via 
Sacra, and two smaller arches 
on the side.

The emperor Septimius 
Severus dedicated the arch 
not only to himself, but also to 
his two sons, Caracalla and 
Geta.

Benoist, Jean-Christophe. Photograph of the Arch of Septimius Severus. Wikipedia, 19 August, 2011. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Rome-
ForumRomain-ArcheSeptime.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Rome-ForumRomain-ArcheSeptime.jpg


Click here to see what the 
temple looks like today.

The Temple of Saturn
Saturn was the 
Roman god sowing 
and seeds. 

Situated in the 
north-west corner 
of the Roman Forum, 
the Temple of 
Saturn was the 
temple dedicated to 
the god.

This important 
building was also a 
place where the 
Romans kept the 
aerarium (public 
treasury).

In December, the 
Romans also 
celebrate the 
Saturnalia in honour 
of the god Saturn.

“Saturntempel in spätantiker Zeit (um 250 n. Chr.)” Temple of Saturn. Digitales Forum Romanum. Humboldt-Universität zu
Berlin, http://www.digitales-forum-romanum.de/gebaeude/saturntempel/?lang=en

http://www.digitales-forum-romanum.de/gebaeude/saturntempel/?lang=en


arcok. Photograph of the Temple of Saturn. Wikipedia, 9 February, 2008. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Foro_romano_tempio_Saturno_09feb08_01.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Foro_romano_tempio_Saturno_09feb08_01.jpg


The Imperial Fora

The forum was the city centre, much like our 
downtown. The Forum Romanum was also the 
place where Romans conducted business, where 
the law courts were, and where the Senate and 
public assemblies met.

As the city grew, the Romans also expanded, the 
old Forum Romanum became too small.  Many 
different emperors started adding more fora
(plural for forum) on to the old Forum Romanum, 
and these were called the Imperial Fora.

At the Imperial Fora, there were many shopping 
areas, temples, and business centres. Here are 
some highlights you can check out at the 
Imperial Fora:

- Forum of Julius Caesar: Temple of Venus 
Genetrix

- Forum of Augustus: additional room for 
law courts

- Forum of Vespasian: Temple of Peace
- Forum of Trajan: two-story shopping 

centres, a basilica, libraries, and Trajan’s 
Column Click here to see what the 

fora look like today.

Reconstruction drawing of the Imperial fora. 
Italiaanse Steden. 
https://www.teggelaar.com/rome/images/imagesub/imro
me/R1783.jpg

https://www.teggelaar.com/rome/images/imagesub/imrome/R1783.jpg


The Markets of Trajan. Photo by Vašek Vinklát. Khan Academy. https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/ancient-mediterranean-
ap/ap-ancient-rome/a/forum-and-market-of-trajan

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/ancient-mediterranean-ap/ap-ancient-rome/a/forum-and-market-of-trajan

