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Latin Derivatives in English and French 
Lesson 3: Prefixes and Roots 

Many Latin words, as well as their English and French derivatives, are formed from a prefix and a root. 

A prefix is a part of a word that comes at the beginning.  Each prefix has one or more meanings.  The prefix 
combines with the root, the part of the word that carries the main meaning, to create a new meaning that 
includes both elements.   

Most Latin prefixes come from prepositions (words that show relationship).  Prefixes may change their spelling 
when they combine with roots that start with certain letters. 

Many Latin root words come from verbs (words that express an action or state of being).  Latin verbs often 
have more than one form, or stem.  Stems sometimes change their spelling when a prefix is added. 

In this lesson, you will learn some common Latin prefixes and roots and see how they can combine to 
make English and French derivatives. 

 
 

 

 
 
  

 
 

 

 
 
  

Prefix Other Forms Meaning(s) 
ad- ac-, af-, ag-, al-, an-, ap-, 

ar-, as-, at-, etc. 
to, toward, at 

de- di-, dif-, dim-, dis-, etc. from, away from, 
not, down 

e-, ex- ef- out 
in- il-, im-, ir-, etc. in, on, towards, 

against 
pre-  before 
re- red- back, again, 

opposite direction 
trans- tra-, traf- across, through 

Verb Other Forms Meaning(s) French Derivative 

formare  to form, shape former 

ponere pos-, posit- to put, place poser 

portare  to bring, carry porter 

scribere script- to write, draw écrire 

trahere tract- to pull, drag tirer 
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Can you place the derivatives in the right sentences? 
Note:  French words are in italics. 
You will not need to use every word.  Answers are on the next page. 
 
inform   deform  reform  transform preposition 

impose   repose  deposit  transposition exponent  

reporter export  deport  important apporter 

ascribe   décrire  prescribe inscription transcript 

expose    attraction extract  retract  attirer   

 

1. A _____________________ , or word that shows relationship, is put before another word in a phrase. 

2. To twist something out of shape is to _____________________ it. 

3. The French word for “to describe” is _____________________. 

4. To pull your claws back into your paws is to _____________________ them. 

5. In math, an _____________________ tells you to take another number as a factor a certain number of 

times.  

6. When a person goes back to a better way of being, they are said to _____________________. 

7. To move goods out of a country is to _____________________ them. 

8. When you pull something out of something else, such as ore from rock, you _____________________ it. 

9. A written record of a person’s grades or a conversation is called a _____________________. 

10. To put something out for others to see is to _____________________ it. 

11. To require someone who is not a citizen of a certain country to leave and return to their own land is to 

_____________________ them. 

12. The French word for “to attract” is _____________________. 

13. A _____________________ is a person who carries back news. 

14. When you _____________________ money in a bank, you are in a sense “putting it down” for 

safekeeping. 

15. Writing that is on a stone monument is called an _____________________. 

16. Another word for “rest” is _____________________. 

17. To change something into another shape is to _____________________ it. 

18. A doctor might _____________________ a medicine to treat a patient. 

19. If you _____________________ on someone, you are putting a task on them that they don’t want. 

20. The French word for “to bring [something] to [somewhere]” is _____________________. 
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Answers 

1. preposition 

2. deform 

3. décrire 

4. retract 

5. exponent 

6. reform 

7. export 

8. extract 

9. transcript 

10. expose 

11. deport 

12. attirer 

13. reporter 

14. deposit 

15. inscription 

16. repose 

17. transform 

18. prescribe 

19. impose 

20. apporter 

 


