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Latin Derivatives in English and French 
Lesson 4: Words About the Senses (Prefixes and Roots) 

Many English and French words related to the senses are derived from Latin words. 

Many of these words come from Latin verbs (words that express an action or state of being).  
Latin verbs often have more than one form, or stem. 

Both Latin words and their derivatives may include a prefix.  A prefix is a part of a word that 
comes at the beginning.  Each prefix has one or more meanings.  The prefix combines with the 
root, the part of the word that carries the main meaning, to create a new meaning that includes 
both elements.  Prefixes may change their spelling when they combine with roots that start with 
certain letters. 

In this lesson, you will learn some common Latin prefixes and some roots related to the 
senses, and you will see how they can combine to make English and French derivatives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Prefix Other Forms Meaning(s) 
ad- ac-, af-, ag-, al-, an-, 

ap-, ar-, as-, at-, etc. 
to, toward, at 

de- di-, dif-, dim-, dis-, etc. from, away from, 
not, down 

in- il-, im-, ir-, etc. not 
pre-  before 
re- red- back, again, 

opposite direction 

Verb Other Forms Meaning(s) French 

Derivative 

audire  to hear, listen ouïr (écouter and 
entendre more 

common) 
gustare  to taste goûter 

olfacere  to smell sentir (from Latin 
sentire) 

sentire sens- to feel, notice sentir 

tangere tig-, tact- to touch toucher (from 
Latin toccare) 

videre vis- to see voir 
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Can you place the derivatives in the right sentences? 
Note:  French words are in italics. 
You will need to use every word.  Answers are on the next page. 
 
inaudible auditory disgust  gustation dégoûtant 

olfactory sensitive sentient desensitize insensé  

dissent  sensible intangible tangent  tactile 

video  prévoir  vision  revise  advise 

   

1. The sense that we have in our eyes is _______________________. 

2. To make someone less able to feel strongly is to _______________________ them. 

3. Our _______________________ sense is located in our nose. 

4. In French, a person who is lacking any sense is _______________________. 

5. A sound that is too soft to be heard is _______________________. 

6. To look something over again and make changes is to _______________________. 

7. Someone who feels things intensely is called _______________________. 

8. The French word for “to foresee” is “_______________________”. 

9. “_______________________” means “unable to be touched”. 

10. A recording that you can see as well as hear is called a _______________________. 

11. Another word for “distaste” is “_______________________”. 

12. The French word “_______________________” doesn’t actually mean “sensible” but rather 

“sensitive”. 

13. If you learn well by touching things and moving around, you’re a good 

_______________________-kinesthetic learner. 

14. The act of tasting is called _______________________. 

15. When people feel differently about things, they are said to disagree or __________________. 

16. When you _______________________ someone, you bring your own perspective to them. 

17. In geometry, a line that touches the outside of a circle is called a _____________________. 

18.  Another word for “conscious” is “_______________________”. 

19. If you learn well by hearing and listening, you are a good _______________________ 

learner. 

20. In French, something that no one wants to taste because it’s terrible is __________________. 
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Answers 

1. vision 

2. desensitize 

3. olfactory 

4. insensé 

5. inaudible 

6. revise 

7. sensitive 

8. prévoir 

9. intangible 

10. video 

11. disgust 

12. sensible 

13. tactile 

14. gustation 

15. dissent 

16. advise 

17. tangent 

18.  sentient 

19. auditory 

20. dégoûtant 

 


