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Latin Derivatives in English and French 
Lesson 5: Prefixes and Roots  

Many Latin words, as well as their English and French derivatives, are formed from a prefix and a root. 

A prefix is a part of a word that comes at the beginning.  Each prefix has one or more meanings.  The prefix 
combines with the root, the part of the word that carries the main meaning, to create a new meaning that 
includes both elements.   

Most Latin prefixes come from prepositions (words that show relationship).  Prefixes may change their spelling 
when they combine with roots that start with certain letters. 

Many Latin root words come from verbs (words that express an action or state of being).  Latin verbs often 
have more than one form, or stem.  Stems sometimes change their spelling when a prefix is added. 

In this lesson, you will learn some common Latin prefixes and roots and see how they can combine to 
make English and French derivatives. 

 
 

 

 
 
  

 
 

 

 
 

Prefix Other Forms Meaning(s) 
a-, ab- abs-, au- from, away from 

ad- ac-, af-, ag-, al-, an-, ap-, ar-, as, 
at-, etc. 

to, toward, at 

con- 
(cum) 

co-, col-, com-, cor-, etc. with, together, completely 

de- di-, dif-, dim-, dis-, etc. from, away from, not, down 
e-, ex- ef- out 

in- il-, im-, ir-, etc. not 
in- il-, im-, ir-, etc. in, on, towards, against 

per- pel- through, thoroughly 
pre-  before 
re- red- back, again, opposite direction 

trans- tra-, traf- across, through 

Verb Other Forms Meaning(s) French Derivative 

capere cep-, cip-, capt-, cept- to take, catch verbs ending in  
-cevoir 

facere fec-, fic-, fact-, fect-, fict- to do, make faire 

spectare spic- to watch, look at verbs ending in  
-specter 

vertere vers- to turn verbs ending in  
-vertir 

vocare  to call verbs ending in  
-vouer 
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Can you place the derivatives in the right sentences? 
Note:  French words are in italics. 
You will not need to use every word.  Answers are on the next page. 
 
deception incipient recevoir  recapture percevoir 

prefect  perfect  confection  refaire  defect 

respecter inspect  inconspicuous  expect  despicable 

avert  conversion traverse invert  avertir  

advocate invoke  revoke   avouer  convocation 

 

1. When you get back something you’ve lost, you ______________________ it. 

2. To go across a space is to ______________________ it. 

3. Something that one would look down on with scorn is considered ______________________. 

4. The French word for “to turn someone’s attention to something dangerous” or “warn” is 

“______________________”. 

5. If you trick someone, you’re committing a ______________________. 

6. A ______________________ is a person put in charge of others. 

7. A gathering that calls people together for an event such as a graduation ceremony is a 

______________________. 

8. The French word for “to confess” or “to admit” is “______________________”. 

9. Something that is just beginning is ______________________. 

10. To look out for something that is likely to happen is to ______________________ it. 

11. The French words ______________________ and ______________________ are the equivalent of English 

“to receive” and “to perceive”.  

12. To turn away something that you don’t want to happen is to ______________________ it. 

13. A thing that has no ______________________, or flaw, is completely finished, or 

______________________. 

14. An ______________________ is someone you call to your side for assistance and defense. 

15. To ______________________ something is to look at it closely. 

16. To take back permission is to ______________________ it. 

17. Something ______________________ is hard to see. 

18. A ______________________ is something made by putting together good ingredients or parts. 

19. The French word for “to look at something with approval” is “______________________”. 

20. To turn something upside-down is to ______________________ it. 
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Answers 

1. recapture 

2. traverse 

3. despicable 

4. avertir 

5. deception 

6. prefect 

7. convocation 

8. avouer 

9. incipient 

10. expect 

11. recevoir, percevoir 

12. avert 

13. defect, perfect 

14. advocate 

15. inspect 

16. revoke 

17. inconspicuous 

18. confection 

19. respecter 

20. invert 

 


